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Circus World Museum To Be Home 
+ QF Circus Train 


If you happened to have thought you 
saw two Ringling Barnum flats loaded 
with wagons together with a sleeper and 
a stock car in the middle of a freight 
train passing through your town recently 
you were not dreaming. 


Because a “four car show’’ did make 
a trip over railroads between Sarasota, 
Florida and Baraboo, Wisconsin. The 
moving of this equipment to the Circus 
Warld Museum came as a result of long 
efforts made by our own CHS Vice- 
President C. P. ‘“Chappie’’ Fox. Fox has 
been negotiating with the Ringling man- 
agement for a number of months. Late 
in October he received a phone call from 
the Ringling office in New York that at 
once sparked a trip to Sarasota for 
Chappie and fellow museum board mem- 
bers Tom Parkinson and Deane Adams. 


The group found the winter quarters 
deteriorated badly. They saw equipment 
standing around rotting and performing 
horses running loose, apparently on their 
own. The buildings are no longer in use 
and the grass and weeds have grown 
high. Flames were visable from the fires 
burning unsaleable equipment; they ob- 
served an old railroad coach and some 
wagons burning. 


Chappie and Tom were turned loose 
to pick out what they wanted for the 
museum. Fox feels that they selected the 
choicest of the Ringling wagons that it 
was possible to get. 


Perhaps the most impressive unit is 
the rail coach TEXAS, originally used 
by the John Robinson circus and later 
by the Al G. Barnes-Sells-Floto show. It 
came to Sarasota with the Barnes show 
in its final year of 1938. Over the years 
the car has been used as a bill car, 
laundry car and as a hospital car. Dur- 

















































Photos by C. P. Fox—From Wis. Hist. Soc. 
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used to carry equipment for the elephants 
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AND MANY GOOD WISHES 


“THE CIRCUS PARADE” 
HAS PERMANENT HOME 
Roy Arnold has 
“The 


the Shelburne Museum, Inc 


sold his 
Circus 


nationally 
known exhibit Parade’ t 
in Shelburne, 
Vermont 

The Museum, which covers more than 
thirty charitable 


acres, is an exclusive, 


educational, and non-profit membership 
corporation dedicated to the preservation 


ot our American Heritage. 


Ground has already been broken at the 
1960 a building will be 
erected for the exclusive exhibit of ‘’ The 


site, and during 


Circus Parade.” 
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shap with a four hundred and 
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The loading of the Ringling Bros. and 
Barnum & Bailey Circus train has been 
a fascinating subject to most circus fans 
through the years and continues to be so 
even now that it is no longer a flat car 
type show. 

In 1919 and 1920 Ringling Bros. an 
Barnum & Bailey carried tableaux wag- 
ons and gave a street parade. | have 
very little information on the numbering 
system in use in those days. But from 
1921 on, the show became pretty well 
stabilized and there were only minor 
year to year changes in the numbering 
system of the wagons. So it was possible 
to become quite familiar with the equip- 
ment. 
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1934 TRAIN 


Compiled By 
GORDON POTTER 


Beginning in 1935 rubber tires began 
to be used on some wagons, there were 
mare trucks and similar modern touches 
began to appear. Then in 1939 North 
began to upset things around the show 
and modernization crept in to the point 
where the show lost much of the interest 
of circus fans. The wagons were changed 
around and used for different things, new 
ones were built, numbers changed and 
so on. But during the 1920’s and most 
of the 1930’s the show was in its hey 
day and tops in interest as far as the 
fans were concerned. 
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Pfening Collection 


Train Loading Order, 1932 


A 1932 train loading list is printed 
with this article and the wagons are 
typical of this period of the shows his- 
tory, probably the finest baggage wagons 
ever built for any show and also a first 
class group of cage wagons. The Big 
Show was one of the last to abandon 60 
foot wooden flat cars but in the late 
1920's they took delivery of forty steel 
70. foot Warren flat cars. The stock cars 
had been 72 feet in length for the en- 
tire history of the Combined Shows, | 
believe. 

While the show traveled in four sec- 
tions there were no flat cars on the 
fourth section. The first section was call- 
ed the Flying Squadron and carried the 
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Another holiday season is upon us following a grand and 


glorious circus season. 


We Wish You A Most Enjoyable 
Holiday Season 


and that it will bring you all the great recordings of circus 
music by Merle Evans and a wonderful circus season in 1960. 


FAYE AND “BEX” BRAATHEN 
4 MADISON, WISCONSIN ; 
x a & : 
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layout gang and stake drivers as well 
as the cookhouse, blacksmith shop and 
baggage stock tents and equipment, plus 
the menagerie top and the cages loaded 
on 15 flat cars. Three cars of baggage 
stock plus four coaches for the personnel 
made a total of 22 cars for this section 
which left town by I1 p.m. as a rule. 

The third section flat cars were loaded 
next and carried wardrobe, props, trunks 
and the seats. The work of loading the 
second section flat cars began before 
all the wagons were on the third section 
flats. The second section flats carried the 
side show, most of the concession depart- 
ment and the electrical department as 
well as big top canvas, poles and rigging. 
Also ring stock tents, dressing tents and 
some of the props. When the last of the 
second section flats were loaded the bag- 
gage stock was loaded. Five cars traveled 
on the second section and three on the 
third. Coaches on the second section 
carried the personnel with this section. 
The second section left town as soon as 
it was loaded, by about |} a.m. 

The third section carried two stock 
cars that held what could be called 
supplies and extras. Last year’s big top, 
some extra tent poles, plus lumber of 
various sizes to repair wagons, seats and 
so on. Also some steel for use by the 
blacksmith shop in making repairs. Ad- 
ditional supplies of stock to be sold by 
the concession department were carried 
in these cars as well as some hay, oats 
and bran used to feed the stock. Coaches 
on the third section housed personnel 
traveling with it. The third section left 
town within an hour after the second 
section, which was unloaded before the 
third section, upon reaching tomorrows 
town. 

The fourth section carried the ele- 
phants, which did practically no work 
as long as the show carried baggage 
stock. Also the menagerie lead stock, 
camels, zebras etc. These were loaded 
as soon as they began tearing down the 
menagerie which was as soon as the eve- 
ning performance started. The ring stock 
also went on the fourth section and went 
down to the cars soon after the evening 
performance was over. The fourth section 
coaches housed the performers, executive 
staff and others connected with the per- 
formance end of the show. The fourth 
section usually left town within an hour 
after the third. 

During a part of the evening, after 
the big show performance was over, the 
second and third section flat cars were 
being loaded at the same time. So the 
trainmaster had quite a bit of choice in 
loading the wagons as they came down 
to the runs. So one night some of the 
wagons might be loaded on the second 
section and the next night they might 
be loaded on the third section, or vice 
versa. Important wagons that would be 
needed as early as possible the next 
morning were of course loaded on the 
second section. This would apply in 
particular to stake and chain wagons, 
big top pole, rigging and canvas wagons 
and so on. 

Probably all 40 of the flat cars were 
never loaded exactly the same way 
twice, as wagons of the same length 
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could be interchanged and some wagons 
were even loaded on different sections. 
But wagons carrying important equip- 
ment were always loaded on the proper 
section. In quite a few cases several 
wagons were usually loaded together. 
For example No. 49 almost always fol- 
lowed No. 58, with a 16 foot wagon be- 


- hind it to fill out the car. Also No, 32 


and 33 were practically always loaded 
On one car and they just filled it. No. 
119 and 120 were usually loaded to- 
gether with a third wagon to fill out the 
car. The show carried three ticket wag- 
ons and one was carried on each of the 
first three sections as a rule. 

Back in the 1920’s the show had some 
Mack and some Pierce-Arrow tractors 
but by the late 1920's all the latter had 
been replaced with Macks and as time 
went on a few more were carried than 
they had in earlier years. About three 
of these usually went on the first sec- 
tion and the rest of them on the second. 

The No. 125 wagon was built to haul! 
Pawah the White Elephant between the 
runs and the lot in 1927 when he travel- 
ed with the show so that the towners 
wouldn’t get a free look at him. It had 
a double drop frame similar to a giraffe 
wagon. In 1928 and for some years 
afterward it was used for props and 
trunks. Toward the end of the 1930's it 
became the No. 109 menagerie trapping 
wagon, or ‘meat wagon’’ as it was 
popularly called. 

In 1928 Goliath the Sea Elephant was 
featured on the show and he required 
two wagons. Both had stakes along the 
sides similar to a jack wagon. No. 151 
was 18 feet long and was used to haul 
Goliath around, for his appearance in 
the big top and also between the runs 
and the lot. No. 154 was 16 feet long 
and had an enclosed portion covering 
about the front third of the wagon to 
house a water pump. The open portion 
behind this carried the canvas tank that 
was set up in the backyard that Goliath 
stayed in between performances. The 
pump was used to empty the tank before 
it was rolled up and loaded on the wag- 
on. Both these wagons went to the Sells- 
Floto show when Goliath was a feature 
on S-F in 1932 for its last season. No. 
151 was rebuilt into the Frigidaire polar 
bear float on Hagenbeck-Wallace in 
1934. 

While No. 62 was not on the show in 
1932 it was a trunk wagon similiar to 
No. 59 and 60 and was used most sea- 
sons after that. No. 98 was a 16 foot 
dog wagon that had been with the show 
most seasons prior to 1932. Soon after 
1932 more illumination was needed for 
the big top so another light plant was 
added, No. 126, just like 111 and 112. 
Another baggage wagon to load an auto- 
mobile into was needed so No. 140 was 
added, almost identical to 141. 

In the early part of the 1920's when 
R-B presented cat acts in steel arenas 
the performing cats were housed in cage 
wagons kept in the backyard. These were 
numbered 140 to 150 inclusive and var- 
ied in length from 16 to 24 feet. These 


cage wagons, as well as the two for the. 


sea lions, were loaded on the third sec- 
tion. Incidentally, in those days they 
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didn’t use chutes for the cats to run 
through on their way to the steel arenas 
as Clyde Beatty and Terrell Jacobs did 
in the 1930's. Some seasons cage wagons 
about 14 feet long pulled by a two horse 


-team were used to bring the cats into 


the steel arenas. Other seasons smaller 
cages about 10 feet long and mounted 
On pneumatic tires were used for this 
purpose. A large group of prop boys pull- 
ed and pushed these wagons in and out 
of the big top. Some seasons three steel 
arenas were used, one in each ring, while 
other seasons four were used, one on 
each stage. 

Originally the three water wagons No. 
102, 103 and 104, all had round tanks. 
About 1930 two new wagons were built 
with square tanks. Although they were 
a bit shorter their capacity was greater 
than the old wagons. These two new 
wagons were numbered 102 and 104. | 
believe 1936 was the last season for 
these tank wagons as a number of Mack 
tractors were equipped with water tanks 
by that time so took their place. 

If anyone has any information on 
cages with numbers 68, 72 or 75 in 
years prior to 1935-the writer would be 
most interested to hear about them, or 
about any corrections or additions to 
this list or these remarks. 

Even though there have been no circus 
wagons in actual use anywhere in the 
country for several years now, there are 
o few in museums ot various locations. 
It is doubtful if we will ever have a flat 
car type circus On the road again. ‘’Gone, 
but not forgotten’’ would apply here. A 
circus wagon is one of the finest things 
ever built by man and they live on in 
the photo collections and in the mem- 
ories of all circus fans who were fortu- 
nate enough to see them, back in the 
“good old days.” 


TRAIN LOADING LIST FOR 1932 
First Section 
Stock Cars No. 10, 11, 12 Baggage Stock 
Flat Cars - Baggage Cut 


109 
12 Baggage stock trapping 
WAGON ea ote 18° 
105 Layout wagon __.----- 16’ 
107 Stake driver _--__-______ 12’ 
136 Mack tractor -______--- — 
110 
6 Commissary wagon __---~ 20° 
46 Concession dept. wagon -- 16’ 
108 Stake driver __-__.____-_ 12’ 
2 Steam boiler wagon ____- 16’ 
111 
7 Cookhouse baggage 
wagon, meat _._____-__ 18’ 
10 Baggage stock canvas 
WOON ose Seep chk 20°6” 
102 Water wagon __-___-__ 1 


9 Blacksmith shop wagon __ 18’ 


11 Baggage stock pole & 
rigging wagon 
—Station wagon (auto) __.. —— 
128 Mack tractor _-__-~____ 
5 Cookhouse baggage 
wagon, dishes, etc. _.__ 18’ 
(Continued to Page 25) 
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“DOC” BROGA 


The Circus Chiropractor 
ELMIRA, N. Y. 
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TO OUR MANY FRIENDS: 
THE DIRECTOR, CURATOR, AND STAFF OF THE 
CIRCUS HALL OF FAME 
JOIN IN SENDING CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
AND INVITE YOU TO BE OUR GUESTS 
THE NEXT TIME YOU VISIT 
SARASOTA 
x Ws 
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This interesting photo shows Pop Smith’s Band on the Norris & Rowe called the Great Wallace bandwagon, was fitted with rubber tires by 


show in 1905. The waqon was “lost” after the demise of Norris & Perry Luth for use by the Beatty show. The d 

Teens: rece a an Harley sedlers nouee Bros. circus in 1935. in mid-season of 1954 and whe parade equipment wae Bishan 
ogether wi other Gentry cages from Bailey it went to Frank Demming, New Mexico. The wa ined 

Walters in Houston, Texas. In 1954 Clyde Beatty used the Walters by fire 5 year of so ago, PRM er naptyaee Stes Ming tae nee Y 


equipment for a parade. The old Norris & Rowe wagon sometimes Pfening Collection Photo 


The Greater Norris & Rowe Show 


_ By 
Norris & Rowe was a circus household came dashing into the tent in vehicles 
name soon after the turn of the century. BOB TABER drawn by ponies. Another number was 
It grew from a small beginning with a the Society coach. In this little buggy 


few dogs performing in theaters to a ; : : rode a big dog and his family. When the 
railroad show in the 20-car class. monkeys; 4 pulnistt first part in Whalen arty reached th t f th 
poe hose 30 dogs take part.’’ The date was March Pry reacne e center or the tent one 
This title remains in the memaries af 14 wheel always came off. A big baboon 
som2 of our elder members because it E : got out and replaced the wheel. The 
; nlarged it ret d der th ; ; 
was the first show they ever saw. title py bated "4, 1899. The rin gone prices were I5¢ and 25¢. Snowflake 
Originating on the Pacific Coast it the street parade was a creditable one “7° advertised as the handsomest and 
early made transcontinental tours. It was with Fargo the baby elephant monopoliz- only pure white Shetland pany in all the 
advertised as a western shaw, ‘The Pride ing the attentian of bath old and young. world. 


of the West.” “The pretty little vehicles offered a free Bill Tait had the band in ‘01 and the 
lt had a fast growth during nine years, ride for many hame boys” it continued. show traveled on 3 cars, one being a 

only ta meet a sad end at the hands of In 1901 it was termed the Norris & "™ 60 foot flat. 

the auctioneer in 1910. Rowe Trained Animal Show. Just where Dan Marcks, whose father was an 


On March 4, 1889 there was billed Rowe came from | have never been able ardent circus collector, believes the show 
for the opera house in Provo, Utah for to ascertain. | daubt he was any relation was a five car outfit when it played 
afternoon and nite performances, Prof. of Andrew S. Rowe, proprietor of the Pittsfield, Mass. August 12, 1902. Chic 
C. Norris’ Canine Paradox. In this would Rowe Pioneer circus of gold rush days Newton was the band leader. 


e seen 25 wonderfully educated dogs. of the 50’s in California. He has an old throwout inherited from 
This was claimed as the most wonderful That year the show featured the mon- his father. On this the Norris & Rowe 
attraction of its kind in the world. Every key fire department. These simians with Big Shows is descirbed as “Positively the 
child attending was pramised a beauti- their miniature fire fighting equipment greatest congress of genuine novelties 
ful autograph of Fritz “king of in the world.” This is of yeliow 


dogs,” ‘who does 56 tricks and 
actually tells the time of day.” 


During the 90’s the name of 
Norris appears in advance notices 
of several shows playing lowa. 
He was to present trained dogs 
and ponies. 


paper printed both sides in black 
ink. It was termed ‘The bright 
particular exhibition all try to 
imitate, prices 15¢ and 25¢; per- 
formances at 2 and 8 p.m.” 
Snowflake was still featured. 


, Bill Woodcock, the circus his- 

In 1898 the title was Norris Pee 4: Ro torian, tells me he believes the 
Bros. Peerless Dog and Pony 4 Wee "at. j ee (1. wm =6.Cozag dog and pony show that 
show when it appeared in the AA AB FE reRiatas a Ltt §6=—s has been reported on was a Nor- 
theater at Riverside, Califarnia. 3 , roll ris & Rowe show No. 2. It was a 
One advance press story read two car show that played mostly 
“The unusually successful pro- in Northern California, Oregon 
gram of Prof. Narris includes a and Washington. It never reach- 
military drill by four ponies, ed my part of the country, South- 
bareback riding dogs, goats and ern California. 
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LUNCHEON CLUB 


At Noon—Monday through Friday 
Toffenetti’s, Clark and Randolph, A. 
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To All C.H.S. Members 
and Circus Personnel 
as aces ee To all my fellow members, 
Everywhere | 
Circus personnel, 


and friends everywhere. 


BILL VAN WINKLE 
C.H.S. No. 639 
MORTON, ILLINOIS 


NORMAN SENHAUSER 
¥ KARL W. O. RUNSER 
vt ROBERT SENHAUSER 
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Charlie Puck Photo 


Winterquarters of the Norris Bros. 
circus in winter of 1900-1901 was at 
Oakland, California. After that most of 
the winters were spent at Santa Cruz, 
California. Old timers remember the 
show, not exactly the title. A few years 
ago when the Clyde Beatty circus was 
playing in that area some asked us, “‘Is 
this the show that stopped in Santa 
Cruz years ago?” 

In 1902 two similar shows were en- 
route, Gentry Bros, and Norris & Rowe, 
both dog and pony shows. The two 
clashed at Helena, Montana. The west- 
ern show felt that the eastern outfit was 
invading its territory. 

It had commenced to emerge from the 
dog and pony class in 1904. When it 
played Fort Dodge, lowa, August 16 it 
was advertised as the Norris & Rowe two 
ring circus with elevated stage and 
hippodrome track. It was then prosperous 
claiming to have a big double menagerie. 
There were promised performing animals 
of all kinds, 20 clowns and 100 startling 
acts. 


It had added a few more railroad cars. 
It encountered a wreck in early Spring 
in the mountains of California. This was 
caused by a snowslide as the show was 
enroute from Marysville, to Reno, Nev. 


That was the year Prince Mungo, 
sometimes billed as South Sea Joe, ar- 
rived, He was advertised to present his 
Torture Dance. This was given in the 
side show. He was a feature around there 
for years on the show lot and in the 
parade. He was killed while on the 
Sparks show. 


Oscar Landmesser, an old timer now 
living in Pomona, California, was with 


Charlie Puck Photo 
¢ cee cites a ee AES ica) ae 
ee ies 
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it about that time. He recalls how at La 


Crosse, Wis. a camel would not cross a 
bridge. The keeper threw a sack over 
the animal's head and it walked over 
without any objection. On another oc- 
casion a big colored boy was hanging 
sidewall. He looked down to see a lion 
loose at his feet. He grabbed a piece of 
canvas threw it over Mr, Lion, who was 
quickly caught. 


The Norris & Rowe show pioneered 
that route used by all later western 
shows. !t would get an early March open- 
ing in California, head up the Pacific 
Coast into Canada working its way East 
to re-enter the United States in August 
or September. Then head south and west 
to close in California late in the Fall. 


In 1905 it opened near San Francisco 
in March, Routes in old Billboards show 
that September dates were Austin, Minn., 
20; Hampton, la., 21; Oelwin, 22; West 
Union, 22; Independence, 25; Vinton, 
26; Tipton, 27; Washington, 28; Sey- 
mour, 29; Gallitin, Mo., 30; Queretaro, 
Mexico, Oct. 25; Pachuca, 26; Mexico 
City, Oct. 28-Nov. 5. 


Among the advance crew were Josh 
Billings, Joseph Eble, both later well 
know circus men; J. C. Stuart was local 
contractor. 


When a date was filled at Brantford, 
Canada, August 4, 1905 it was adver- 
tised as ‘‘Norris & Rowe’s New Big shows. 
The Pride of the West’’ “The great tent- 
ed amusement that fulfills every promise, 
A multitude of new features never be- 
fore presented in America.” 


The bareback riders were said to in- 
clude Rose Dockrill, Estelle Settler, 
M‘lle Julian, George Holland, Austin 
King, Wm. Dutton, H. Joe Lyons, Her- 
bert Rumley. 


Acrobats, gymnasts and mid-air per- 
formers; seven marvelous Belfords; Mel- 
otte, La Nole & Melotte; Flying Victor- 
ellas; Daring Aerial Weavers; Five Fly- 
ing Banvards; Famous Gariner Family; 
Graceful McDonald trio; Six Sugimoto 
Japanese. Animal acts were to include a 
herd of elephants, congress of seals, 
dromedaries broke to harness, trained 
pelicans and pigs; 20 jolly jesters headed 
by “Cheerful” Jim West; Happy Bill 
La Rue; The Grotesque Olipans; Tote 
Duckrow. 


A grand and glittering parade was 
scheduled for 10:30. Prices had been 
changed to 25¢ and 50¢; one ticket to 
everything. 

D.C. “Pop” Smith was the bandleader. 


Billboard of Sept. 25 tells of Wm. 
La Rue closing at Stratford, Canada to 
join the Otto Floto show nearby. 


During these years the circus was 
prosperous, growing fast. The Beggs 
Wagon Works of Kansas City built some 
old type tableau wagons and cage ve- 
hicles. Photos of these are rare collectors’ 
items today. 

It was about this period or a year pre- 
vious that Walter Shannon arrived to 
assume charge of the concessions and 
side show. He was to play an important 
part in the operation of the circus a 
few years later. He made a strong open- 
ing and turned the crowds to see the 
untameable lion act in the side show. 


1959 





| can see and almost hear him today as 
he stood on the bally stand. 


In the side show about that time | 
remember were Lentini, the three legged 
man, later to become nationally famous 
and Laloo, who had a female appendage 
growing out of his chest. 


The latter was killed in Old Mexico 
in 1906 when the circus suffered oa 
serious wreck, It really never did fully 
recover from that. 


Bill Russkamp of Cape Girardeau, Mo.. 
says it played his town. He doesn’t re- 
member the year. Must have been 1904 
or ‘05. He recollects it was a good show. 
There were some games in the side show, 


That was about the time they adver- 
tised the Indian, Ros Indicus in menag- 
erie with “‘every act a feature and every 
feature new.” 


Although the show for years was 
strong on dogs it never had a dog wagon. 
These performers were transported in 
compartments built in one end of a 
coach. It was a noisy bunch of animals 
barking as the cars stood on a side track 
on arrival. Good advertising. They were 
added to the lead stock to give more 
publicity as they traversed the route to 
the Jot. 


In 1906 when it exhibited oat Ft. 
Smith, Ark., Sept. 12, it was termed The 
Greater Norris & Rowe Circus. 


On the bill there would be 22 famous 
equestriennes, seven Russian Cossacks, 
11 Arabian tumblers, a complete Japan- 
ese circus. Edna Maretta, a somersault 
rider and Austin King, famous jockey 
and hurricane rider, got top billing. Mr. 
King was to gain fame later on the Al 
G. Barnes show as a horse trainer, He 
came from Corte Madera, California. 
Others advertised were The Marvelous 
Pickards, aerialists supreme, the Cele- 
brated Stirk family of cyclists, the Le 
Fleur family of 10 ladies of faultless 
form in classic poses on a revolving table. 


The show claimed to have three ele- 
Phants, two llamas and the bos indicus, 
whatever that was. 


The opening was at Santa Cruz, Calif., 
March 10, 1906. The route was the 
usual one. At Jerseyville, Illinois they 
advertised 42 cars, August 30. The 
show entered Old Mexico at Nuevo 
Laredo, October 11, played Mexico City 
Dec. 3, for a week. They returned to 
the United States at El Paso, Dec. 29. 
Enroute home one date was San Bernar- 
dino, Calif., Jan. 8, 1907. It was a 
long season over into two years. 


In 1906 their bad wreck occurred in 
Mexico. The show never returned there 
for many stands. 


The 1907 season began at Santo Cruz, 
Calif., March 30. The Sells-Floto circus, 
then in its second season, was in quarters 
at Venice, Calif. The Norris & Rowe 
show did not come to Southern California 
consequently. It made a quick trip North 
into Canada, picking up some dates in 
Southern California when it came back 
in the fall. . 

The show entered Canada at New 
Westminster, British Columbia, June 14. 
It was in Canada all summer except for 
two weeks in August when it was in 
Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan. It 
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returned to the United States at Port 
Hope, Ontario, Sept. 28, closed at Santa 
Cruz, November 28. 


At Barron, Wisconsin, August 5, they 
promised over 100 circus champions, the 
Stirk family of cyclists and roller skaters. 


The show had a serious wreck near 
Saskatoon, Canada, where it was billed 
for July 3, 1906. 


Evidently the management was feeling 
a financial pinch in the Spring of 1908. 

Practically all newspaper display ads 
were the same as the year previous. No 
new acts were mentioned. 


The show gave 44 performances in 
San Francisco between Jan 11 and Feb- 
ruary 2. The regular season under canvas 
started at Santa Cruz, March 18. 


Another hurried trip into the North- 
west, took three weeks in Canada, com- 
ing out at Virginia, Minn., August 6. 
Thence west across North Dakota, Mon- 
tana into Idaho, south across Colorado 
into Texas, then New Mexico and Ari- 
zona. The show crossed into Old Mexico 
for Cananea, October 16; Hermosillo, 18; 
Guaymas, 19. The closing stand was 
Salinas, Calif., Nov. 7. It had exhibited 
in 22 states and Mexico. 


Prof. Betz had the band. Charley 
Haley, an old timer was with it. Mickey 
Feeley, the clown was also around. Harry 
Phillips did a Roman standing race and 
sold balloons and whips for Walter Shan- 
non. 


There had been friction for some 
seasons between wives of the two part- 
ners. By 1909 C. I. Norris was out of it. 
Walter Shannon had purchased his inter- 
est. 


In February western newspapers car- 
ried stories to the effect that H. S. Rowe 
of the Norris & Rowe circus had, during 
the Alaskan gold rush, grubstaked a 
prospector. That individual had struck it 
rich in them thar hills. He had come to 
the financial aid of the show and it 
would be on the road in 1909, No doubt 
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that prospector with the gold was Walter 
Shannon. 

This was the first circus in the memory 
of the writer to appear under the aus- 
pices of any lodge in Southern California. 

lt opened at Santa Cruz, March 11, 
playing Los Angeles 16-20. The Riverside 
date was under the Elks on the 25th. 

The local evening paper said ’’Local 
members of the Elks lodge that brought 
the show here, were very conspicuous 
riding the animals and driving and rid- 
ing on the beautiful wagons in the 
parade this morning. The crowd was 
big this afternoon and a larger crowd 
is anticipated tonight.” 


The show took its usual route up the 
Coast. The Sells-Floto show was a month 
behind with Wait paper up. 

In Marshfield, Wisconsin, July 6 ad- 
vance publicity promised a wealth of 
marvelous sensations, including Congo, 
greatest mountain of flesh, down to Baby 
Prince. The leaping tournament had been 
revived. “Men of the East as well as 
the West have been engaged.” 


One story said, ’’There will be held 
in’ Marshfield a contest between the 
acrobats such as the Banvards, La Verne 
and Lemayne troupes. The audience will 
select the winner. The prize will be a 
purse of gold and a diamond medal. 
These will go to the individuals with the 
most grace, skill and daring.”’ 


Walter Shannon had an ad in the Bill- 
board for a lady bag puncher, a sister 
team and other outstanding acts and 
curiosities. 


During the last full season the show 
was out 33 weeks and one day. It went 
as far East as New Brunswick, Canada, 
re-entering the United States at Hunt- 
ington, Indiana. A bad blow hit the show 
at Princeton, Indiana, October 22 doing 
considerable damage to the property and 
injuring several. 

It closed suddenly at Booneville, Oct. 
28. Three towns were blown. 

Chris Zeitz had come to the show from 
the Otto Floto outfit. He was in charge 
of elephants at quarters that winter. 


Loo? 


J. W. Beggs Photo 


Several died, including Fargo, Bill Wood- 
cock remembers. 


There was no money in the red wagon 
for repairs that winter. Everything was 
in a run-down condition when the open- 
ing date was set for Evansville, April 15 
and 16, 1910. No paint had been used. 

C. E. Duble was with it in the band. 
Charlie Tinney was bandmaster with 22 
real circus musicians. 


Mr. Duble recalls the flats were the 
old 60 foot wooden type. They sagged 
with the weight of the heavy wagons. 
There was a new side show tent and 
banners. The rest was old. Mr. Duble 
says it made quite a spread. He remem- 
bers that Herbert Maddy was press agent 
on the show. He believes that Stick 
Davenport was equestrian director. Jack 
Albion was head clown. 


Bad luck, poor weather, a shooting 
when the wardrobe mistress shot a towner 
for looking under the women’s dressing 
tent, lack of money to move the show 
plagued the management. 


The end came at Newport, Kentucky, 
May 9 when a printing conc2rn to which 
the show owed money for advertising 
matter foreclosed. Everything was loaded 
and shipped to Ben Wallace’s quarters 
at Peru. 


Bill Woodcock says that the first sale 
announced for June 11 did not take 
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ircus Wagon History File 


Photo No. 1 shows the Gollmar Bros. 
4 mirror bandwagon, which is now per- 
manently housed in the Baraboo Museum, 
and in time should become one of the 
best known tableau wagons in existence. 
The photo allegely was taken on the 
Gentry-Patterson Circus period 1923-25. 
Some have noted on one of the baggage 
wagons in the background what looks to 
be part of the title of ‘’Patterson’s Cir- 
cus’’ and suggest perhaps the photo was 
actually taken a year earlier on Patter- 
son’s Big 4 Ring Wild Animal Circus in 
1922. | had noticed that also but can 
give no explanation with exception that 
it is a possibility. The photo came to me 
from the late A. Morton Smith who had 
it identified as Gentry-Patterson. 


The 4 mirror bandwagon was built 
about 1903 for Gollmar probably by 
Moeller Bros. | would think that most 
likely it was delivered in time for the 
1903 season, the first one on rails for 
Gollmar Bros. Greatest of American 
Shows, which was owned and operated 
by the Gollmar brothers of Baraboo, 
Wisconsin. All parade photos | have of 
that show picture this wagon as the No. 
1 bandwagon. The Gollmar show, which 
had begun in 1891 as a mud show, after 
it went on rails and expanded it’s ter- 
ritory soon became one of the most suc- 
cessful and best liked medium sized rail- 
road circuses in the Midwest. 


By Joseph T. Bradbury 
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Photo No. 1—Lead Bandwagon on lot, Gentry Bros.-James Patterson Circus about 1923. 


the last season under ownership of the 
original Gollmar boys, the show traveled 
on 25 cars which included 2 advance, 6 
stocks, 11 flats, and 6 coaches. 


Following the 1916 season the show’s 
equipment was sold to James Patterson 
of Paola, Kansas, who had operated 
carnivals for a number of years, Patter- 
son also obtained a lease of the Gollmar 
title. 

In 1917 the 4 mirror bandwagon led 
the parades of the James Patterson-Gol- 
Imar Bros. Combined Circus, but the 
show was out Only one season. Following 
the 1917 season Patterson sold off some 
of the equipment but kept the greater 
part of it intact. During the seasons 
1918 thru 1921 he used some of the 
bandwagons and calliopes on his carni- 


P. M. McClintock Collection _ 


Photo No. 2—No. 49, Three Diamond Mirror Tableau Wagon, Golimar Bros. Circus about 1910. 


November-December, 


1939 


vals for bally purposes. Just recently | 
saw a photo of the Gollmar 4 mirror 
bandwagon supposedly taken on Patter- 
son’s Carnival in 1921. 


In 1922 James Patterson again put a 
circus on the road, this time under title 
of Patterson’s Big 4 Ring Wild Animal 
Circus, which traveled on 1 advance, 4 
stocks, 9 flats, and 6 coaches, a total 
of 20 cars. The Gollmar bandwagon 
again led the Patterson parades. 


For the 1923-24-25 seasons the 
wagon was on the Gentry Bros.-James 
Patterson Circus. Following the 1925 
scason the 15 car show was sold to 
Floyd and Howard King, who had entered 
the railroad flat car type circus field in 
1925 with their Walter L. Main Circus. 
The King brothers did shuffle some of 
the equipment of their two shows during 
the winter of 1925-26 but in 1926 the 
greater part of the Gentry-Patterson 
equipment went into the King’s new 
Gentry Bros. Circus which toured on 10 
cars, with one advance, 2 stocks, 4 
flats, and 3 coaches. The Gollmar band- 
wagon went out in 1926 on the Gentry 
Bros. Circus and remained on the King’s 
10 car show through the 1930 season. 
The King brothers also operated a 15 
car show from 1926 through the 1929 
season. In 1926 and 1927 the 10 car 
show was titled Gentry Bros. Circus. In 
1928 it was Walter L. Main Circus, and 
in 1929 and 1930 it was Cole Bros. 
Circus. 


Cole Bros. went bankrupt August 30, 
1930 at Scottsville, Ky. The equipment, 
including the Gollmar bandwagon, was 
then acquired by H. C. Ingraham and 
Bert Rutherford who moved it to Peoria, 
iil. The proposed Ingraham and Ruther- 
ford Circus never got started and the 
Venice Transportation Co. of St. Louis 
took over the equipment to protect their 
mortgage. 


In 1938 George W. Christy purchased 
the Cole Bros. 1930 equipment and had 
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The Greatest Show On Earth... Miniature Size 
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IN THE NAVY, one finds yeoman third 
class, Jim Parker behind his desk at the 
14th Naval District Passenger Transporta- 
tion Office. As a yeoman in the adminis- 
trative section of the office, Jim’s job is 
mostly clerical, consisting of submitting 
monthly reports and typing § correspon- 
dence and messages. 
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“GEE!! LOOK AT ALL THOSE PRETTY 
FLOATS,” expresses “clown” Jim. Watch- 
ing the “‘spec’’ go by are Cary Jansson, 
2' (left) and his sister Carol, 314. 
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He has also started a collection of circus 
photographs and music, which he has 
to order from the mainland, and is now 
on the verge of beginning a collection 
of circus lithographs, or to the layman, 
circus posters 

One would think with his model circus 
and three new hobbies. Jim would be 
pretty busy, but he still finds time for 
one more circus Jim occasionally 
“clowns around’ donning the familiar 
white face and red smile of a character 
loved by “children of all ages,”’ the 


Clown 


A question may come to mind. What 
is Jim's purpose in all of this? He loves 
the circus, its atmosphere, and its way 
of life. He is trying to prove that the 
circus is not a dying institute 

As a matter of 
according to 


love 


fact, Jim 
“Billboard,”’ an 
ment world magazine, there 
320 circuses touring nations around the 
world. Billboard divides them like this: 
Great Britain 46; Germany 35; Scandi 
navian countries 34; France 20; Spain 
17; a total of 33 in 
Holland, Austria, 
Russia says she has 54. and 
her satellite countries 9: Israel 1: South 
Africa 5: Cuba 3; Australia 10: India 4 
Japan 15: Mexico 12, more 
30 in the United States 


points out, 
entertain 
ore about 


Portugal and Italy 
Switzerland. 
and Ireland 


Belgium, 


and than 


Through all his work and enthusiasm 
Jim has friends under the 
“big top.’’ Friends in such shows as 
Ringling Brothers, Rudy Brothers, Al G 
Kelly and Miller Brothers, Polack Brothers 


and Gil Gray 


found many 


Official U.S. Navy 


“COME GET YOUR TICKETS TO SEE THE 
CONGRESS OF FREAKS,” shouts the bark- 
er. The side show of any circus is one of 
the main attractions, and so it is in Jim 
Parkers “miniature circus.” 


Photo 


When 
reer, he 
press 
office 


Jim completes his military ca 
hopes to circus as a 
agent, or in some other phase of 


join the 


work 
this, 


people and lite he loves most 


In doing he will be joining the 
thus 
whi 
using 
laughter 


happiness 


thousands 

life, 
language of 

goodwill and 


adding one more to the 
try to bring a 


the international 


fairyland to 


gs Q basis fi Tr 


for people everywhere 





ELECTION RESULTS 


| herel \ 
the result 


the 


Charles 
Ollie 


7 


x Charles 

Wilson 

ir sImMminez 
Lyman 
Bradbury 


Ré¢ ult T the 


Circu r tre Y 


For Circu 


Against 


Clyde 

Mill 

C ristiar 
Kelly Mille 
Hunt Br 
Ringlin 


Carsor 
Ada 


King 
Beer 
Haagen 
Hamid 


294 ball 

United Stat 
many, and several ships at 
thi the « itest number 
t vote in inv CHS Electi 
eems t peak well for the 1 
lined Election Procedure 
in our Constitution 


Truly 


DON f SMITH 
Election @ mmi 


Barnum 
recent 
Te rre | 
ver . 


He 


SELLS BROS. 


Aitho known to be a great show in it 

it seems Sells Br Circus was one 

nows for which fact and mater 

eluded modern circus historian 

paper ads may not be the be 
reterence t 

furnish an insia 


therwise available 
m snow days 
: everal titles 
it very first year 1872 there is evi 
dence they used the title PAUL SILVER 
BURG CIRCUS: however. for at least 


portion f that season their own name 


Charlie Puck’s Oldtime 


Al G. Barnes Ticket Wagon, March 30, 


By Bob Parkinson 


intended ti 


? 


snapshots 


1935 


Ringling Barnum air condition unit. Taken Sept. 16, 1941. This was one of eight units. 


The 


BANDWAGON 





emis mply stats thal the be rfortn nce was all that was advertised. 


7 te a rr 


—— 
FOR MIDAN.S rac “ss ro BE ow: : 


BROTHERS 


MILLIONAIRE CONFEDERATION OF STUPENDOUS RAIL ROAD SHOWS. 


Saturday. July 


IT IS A $2,000,000 FACT! 


\t is the one Grandest, Greatest, Costliest, Most Complete, Most Moral and Infinitely the BEST Wild Beast, Arenic, Oceanic, ar 
Savage Life Mlastrating Canvas Collection of this age of Gigantic Corporations 
IT 1S A 6200,000 FACT, It actually possesses and presents cach day in parade, 


The Mightiest Herd of ELEPHANTS ever —_— from Asia and Afriea combined. 


rr’ rs A S6So7.000 FracT i’ ; : . wares : 1 XS A BBO,000 Fact 


SEEMS es My fy c Tt has five times the largest Marine Aquarium 


we mee ee Reem of cant pevtewr ene 
fb ONLY STUPENDOUS ever moved; containing Twenty Huge Living 


Sea Lions, Polar Elephants, Amphibious Leop- 


Male Hippopotamus, /) t . 7 eis Pe . \ } ae ® ards and Siberian Seals Many more than a! 
a : A‘ <a other shews combined have ever possessed, an! 


see TS) OF 


IT 18 A 829,000 FACT 
'T ALONE EXHIBITS 
The only Gigentio Living, two horn: « 
Hairy Asiatic Rhinoceros. 


~ mormet te bm id § 


FULL-GROWN FEMALE HIPPOPOTAMUS. 90” , | “= ( ~ ay = ) er each day consuming 1,000 pounds of fish. 


T= OY Pe © Eres am 


ny pe ; . 72 IT IS A $500,000 PACT 
rT 1S A $1,000 PER WEEK FACT iy, © An "4 S Its Coloasa! Quintuple Consolidation Const’ 
im. the most Stupendous World's Pair of k 


ral AMES ORIN, * i. _4- Sn 


tat ee ® : em, . Fer the tout tino © now tatredanen to on anaced - 


The only Herd “of Six J F ‘Peelieinine Colorado Cattle, 


Wheee simultaneous and incredible feats dwarf to insignificance the common tricks of all so called “ Trained Stallions.” 


* = s = 7. “~ seer 6S’ eS ee rs © » “<4 = a ot — sec eree 2 oO ee i. - .. ee 


ry 
» 


INE UTE CHIEFS AND BRAVES, A Deparate Saye indous Electric-Lighted Classic Circus 


[tT tS A S226.000 FACT 
‘ . . ; Lael 1s A 840,000 rACT. 


‘IIS 


; AC") Its Educated Animais. (not including its monster herd of per 
ta.) are of greater number, variety and value, and more wonderfully educated, than al! 
ther show 

| ? . Ty ™! A e8ee oe FacyY 
; allpeed Sace © 8 m 


vy! A eee oe racy 


ECTRC UGUT AND MOTOR 


IT IS A $10 PERSORAL FACT fw cock unt ofl we poet he Vas All L SVERSHADOW WG ALLIANCE OF DISTINCT, DIVERSE AND NOVE 
a2 tiaeT ONS a 8 “eo “eee ent ipeirecte THAN A‘ 5 
| a) any " “ ew «< 
Two Exbibet jens Rack _ Ate : Ry ‘ Wuscum and Mena, . 
' 7? Ge Performance ip the Grand Separate Cor ‘ aier 
Wl Also Exhibit at PRINCETON, Monday, Aug. 2. 


November-December yoy 


/ 
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Best Wishes for 1960 


from 


Sauk County Circus Band 
and 


Local No. 327 | 
American Federation of 
Musicians 


‘ 


“Come and see us again, C.H.S. 
We like you!” 


A 


Ni 


SAN Ee NHANES 
Sct NE NTE 


Ae 


SEASON’S 
GREETINGS 


To All Fans 
and Circus Folks 


Everywhere 


RAYMOND G. 
“WHITEY” WHITE 


Richmond, Indiana 
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Merry Christmas 


and a 


Happy New Year 


to 


Circus Folks and Fans 


Everywhere 


CHARLES B. KISTLER 
SAR ANA ARANDA 


PAN 
ASANANASIASASA NASA a 


= 


Sincere Best Wishes 
for Christmas 
and the 
New Year 


& 


DON and MARTHA SMITH 
18612 Dale Ave. 
DETROIT 19, MICHIGAN 
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The 
Wintermute 
Circus 


By C. P. Fox 


In the spring of 1884 the Wintermute 
Bros. New Colossal Shows left Hebron, 
Wisconsin winterquarters for their first 
season’s tour. This colossal circus con- 
sisted of the three brothers and one 
wagon. 


Thru the subsequent years it gradually 
grew into a 15 wagon show plus two 
advance wagons. This was in 1902. In 
1917, after a life of 33 years, the show 
folded. 


Harry Wintermute was a magician 
and ventriloquist. Brother Thomas was 
and acrobat and juggler while Brother 
Halsey handled the advance. Halsey Win- 
termute is still living on the homestead 
farm which served as_ winterquarters. 
For a man of 93 he has a clear mind 


cs : cod Songs ower. hats 4 BY, = Ba ~ a 
Courtesy State Historical Society, Wisconsin 


Note tiny wagons in background. This photo was taken in South Shore, 
Sauth Dakota, July 4, 1906. 


1959 


November-December, 


Bros. 

















. 7 ae ea 
Society, Wisconsin 





Courtesy State Historical 


From this photo it can be determined that the Wintermute Bros. Circus 
sported a trapeze act, a canvas ring curb, seven seat high bleachers. 


and an interesting memory of his show 
days. 


In talking to this showman he recalled 
many facts and incidents. However, after 
all these years, he was never quite sure 
of what season an incident took place. 
In spite of this shortcoming the story of 
this tiny circus is worth recording. 


Halsey Wintermute said that at most 
they had 30 to 35 horses and 8 or 10 
ponies. The largest tent they ever had 
was an 80 foot round top with two 30’s. 
One winter they made their own tent 
by working 10 hours a day for three 
solid months. This gigantic effort, he 
commented, was done in the living room 
in which we were talking. 








The circus usually carried 20 perform- 
ers and 10 workmen. For a period of 
four years they had an elephant which 
they rented from Popcorn George Hall 
Circus in nearby Evansville, Wisconsin. 


The bull, of course, walked from town 
to town. By late summer they were 
forced to put canvas boots on the ele- 
phant as her feet were getting tender 
from the gravel roads. 


The show bought a camel one year 
and took it out on tour. After only a 
month on the road they were forced to 
sell it to a farmer in lowa. The reason 
for the sale was the fact that the camel 
frightened practically every team of 
horses the show caravan met on the road. 





Courtesy State Historical Society, Wisconsin 


Halsey Wintermute said “Wallace” was the name of the lion. 


Note the simple box-like construction of the cage. 
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Hitch your team to a circus 
wagon, 


Full of gold and tinsel and 
such, 


Bringing Christmas Greetings— 
and no braggin, 


From Charles and Harold 
Gorsuch. 


CR 


OM WWW Re 
BAC NIACIN NIE EE 


Dr! 


Snapping photos of a pretty 
girl 
Seems to keep my head in 


qa whirl 


| settle down 
And miss the clown— 


Back on my feet—my thought 
is clear— 


: Merry Christmas and a 
Ve: Happy New Year. 
Ue: 

n FLOYD GETTINGER 
iG UNION CIT) 
xe 

BASS PANG PASS BANS BANS DANG DANS DANS OAS ae 


INDIANA 
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CHRISTMAS CHEER 
COMES ONCE A YEAR 
| WISH YOU CHEER 
THRU ALL THE YEAR 


LLOYD BENDER 


N 
PAS IANS SASS AS NS 
Rie NEE EE NIA NEB 


bef 


CHRISTMAS TIME 
IS FULL OF SPARKLE 
HERE'S GREETING FINE 
FROM RAY MARKLE 


Ca Nas 


ANS ASS IS NS NS Re IS 


The 
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The runaways were expensive and kept 
their fixer busy. 


This was always a 25¢ show. For a 
number of season they had a marrionette 
show in their annex. 


The title changed as did the titles 
of most circuses in those days although 
their Wintermute name was always in 
it. At one time the title was ‘“Wintermute 
Bros. and the Great Melbourn Shows.” 


In 1910 the circus was called ‘“Win- 
termute Bros. and Halls Big United 


Shows. 


Around 1890 these boys called their 
circus ‘5 Big United Shows——Congress Of 
Educated animals and Museum of Living 
Wonders—TIriple Arena, Wild Beast 
Bazar and Free Street Carnival.”’ In this 
courier they advertised a horse fair. They 
said that no pictorial lies disgraced their 
billboards. In another spot they claimed 


theirs was the mastodon show of the 
universe. The courier said that they were 
the largest and best wagon show in the 
whole wide world. 


Halsey Wintermute said he usually 
posted about 50 lithos in each of the 
big show towns and 10 to 15 in the 
villages. 


Zella Wintermute, the boys’ sister, 
married Popcorn George Hall’s grand- 
son, Frank. 


Mr. and Mrs. Sverre Braathen enter- 
tained thirty circus friends at their circus 
room on October 24th. They have also 
visited recently with Mr. and Mrs. George 
Holland. Mrs. Holland is the former Rose 
Dockril, and they were great riders with 
Ringling Bros., Norris and Rowe, John 
Robinson, Hagenbeck Wallace and other 
circuses. 


\ 
ie 


“a 
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“LAST OF THE 
FORTY HORSE DRIVERS” 


By Jake Posey 


This book has proven to be quite 
popular, and we have sold several copies. 
It will make a nice addition to your 
library, so if you have not ordered one, 
why not do so now? 

If you order it from CHS, we get a 
commission on each book, and this helps 
build up the treasury, and thus enables 
us to make the Bandwagon bigger and 
better. 

Send check for $2.95, to the Circus 
Historical Society, P.O. Box 235, Rich- 
mond, Indiana. 


FLASH 


Mills Bros. Circus has bought a ‘’Cat’’ 
act. It is reported that Ky will work it. 


oops 


% 
. 
> ~t SS tte 


Courtesy State Historical Society, Wisconsin 


A herald, issued by the Wintermute Brothers Circus circa 1895 to publicize a performance. 
From the Society’s [congraphic Collections of circus memorabilia. 
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SEASON'S 
GREETINGS 
To my many friends 


among the peformers 
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everywhere. 


Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Y ear 


PEARL MAGDEN 


Elgin, Illinois 


WALTER B. FOX 
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Christmas Greetings 
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Ke a x A Happy New Year 
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THE FAMOUS % TO ALL 
GEO. W. COLE van OUR FRIENDS 
CIRCUS tt 

te 
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KK 
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Box 162 
PERU, INDIANA 


[t’s Circus Time. . . 


.. . Rain or Shine 
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Bill Woodcock’s Circus Album 


Geo. Jennier, Jr. and Fillipino Joe, performers with Cook and Barrett 
Shows—either 1905 or 1906. Ten car show, formerly Harris Nickel Plate 
Shows. Equipment leased from Wm, P. Hall, Lancaster, Mo., by Schiller Bros. 


Want 8mm Movies 


Want to buy or trade for 8mm movies, color 
or black and white, of circus or carnival trains 
enroute, unloading, parade, wagons or lot scenes 
or winter quarters. 


Have 1936 Al G. Barnes, Ringling-Barnum 
and Cole Bros. pictures of train and horse drawn 
wagons. 


J. McRoberts 


908 Madison Topeka, Kansas 


November-December, 1959 


lilale gn . ae te 


5 Ha comasmernty gait 43 
a pes way pers, 
- “ iene 


Hatton's Greatest 


1 Degli oa 


Fiver Witresmeod gx Bertie. 


Monarchs of Muscle 4 


 Sparuliog Musical Eatravagarrsm, 


. ‘iN BE, 


| st if hie samt | 


sire 
ns a es oR perature Monat abs 


uh ieee fe hae 
sake onc om ade 
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7 ouamrion wane bt shatees sip ee 


Si ii 


SOE rnin Ne Ne ot 


; OSGeo a maces Pare 
Ht. dot oan RICE fy JAMES ROWNSEN, 





| To 0 Whom it may 7 Concern: | 


“Phe Mamegoment will give va One Thonsani Dollura to any 
proving that the atove ia oat the Original and Oniy if 
Pan Rise The Management will also givt the samenmount if {2 
James Rabinson, mentioned above, te pot the Only Living und fH 
He Origtnal James Rotinaon, hbo Chainpton Rider of tha Was! 





any Features et ete 


WK GRAN RES, 


Padthe en veepeatinly bevtied 
7 oo ee teat wit we dtaeronta acgeentina 


Pimees Printteg Ronee Filth avd Crestass Sesasek Be hoa gk 


Courtesy of C, P, Fox 


DAN RICE 


Dan Rice, is acknowledged as the 
greatest American clown of all times. 


In the year 1879, he probably did not 
own the circus that carried his name but 
only worked for the owners. He sold or 
leased his title many times—in fact in 
1865 and 1866 Adam Forepaugh owned 
the circus. 


4 


William Temple of Des Moines, flowa 
tells us of a circus talk that is available. 
“The Circus—A Grand American Insti- 
tution” (illustrated with model circus and 
other circus material) is listed as an 
available talk by the Speakers Bureau 
of Rutgers, the State University, 145 
College Ave., New Brunswick, N. J. 
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We never forget 
And that you can bet. 


Merry Christmas 


to you all and lots of 


New Year Cheer 


MIDGE and OLLIE MILLER 
PERU, INDIANA 
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May the joy of Christmas 
be with you 
all through the 


New Year 
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, JOHN C. ARTER 
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SEASON'S 
GREETINGS 
To All 
Circus Personnel and 


All C.H.S. Members 


Everywhere 


FLoyp L. MCCLINTOCK 


P.S. Sorry, no cards this year. 


DY! 
AN AG ae RR A ae ANS 


Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus 
SNAPSHOTS 


Personnel, Parade, Cars, Etc. 


These snaps taken when 
Ed. Ballard had 
the show. 


Send 10c for List 


EDWARD E. HOLLIS 


107 West Mulberry 
SALEM, INDIANA 
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RINGLING-BARNUM TRAIN 


95 
a2 


(Continued from Page 5) 


Cookhouse canvas & 
pole wagon 

Water wagon 

Stake driver 

Cookhouse baggage wagon, 
dishes, etc, ---------- | 


Cookhouse baggage wagon, 
ranges, etc, -~-~------- 
Cookhouse water wagon — 15’ 
Mack tractor 
Menagerie canvas wagon 21’ 


a 


Menagerie pole wagon 
(poles 42’ long) 

Water wagon 

Menagerie stake & 
chain wagon 


Cage Cut. 


Cage wagon, hyenas _-_ 16° 
Cage wagon, tigers 15’ 
Tableau cage wagon, 

nilgai 
Hippo cage wagon 


Tableau cage wagon, gens- 
buck & brindle gnu _--- 14 
Dragon Spec float 
Tableau cage wagon, 
kangaroo 
Tableau cage wagon, tapir 14’ 
Tableau cage wagon, 
stork & crane 


Giraffe wagon 
Giraffe wagon 
Giraffe wagon 
Cage wagon, monkeys ~~ 15’ 


Cage wagon, chimpanzee 
& orangutang 
Cage wagon, tigers 


Cage wagon, puma 


black leopards 
Cage wagon, brown bear 18’ 


Yellow ticket wagon ---- 18’ 
Cage wagon, rhinoceros ~ 16’ 
Cage wagon, rhinoceros — 16’ 
Cage wagon, tigers 16’ 


Giraffe wagon 

Cage wagon, macaws __- 15’ 
Cage wagon, deer 14’ 
Baggage wagon for 

Spec floats 


Menagerie trapping 
wagon 

Elephant trapping wagon 
Cage wagon, lions 

Ring stock trapping 


Tableau cage wagon, 
Reedsbuck & audad __~ 14’ 

Tableau cage wagon, 
porcupines 

Cage wagon, leopards _- 14’ 
Prop wagon 22’ 


Coaches No. 70 Connecticut, No. 7] 


Second Section 


Stock Cars No. 13, 14, 15, 
Baggage Stock. 


Flat Cars. 


Sideshow panel front 
wagon 

Sideshow panel front 
wagon 

Sideshow panel front 
wagon —--- 


Performers rigging wagon 
Red ticket wagon 

Mack sideshow bus ---- 
Mack tractor 


Light dept. wagon 

Wardrobe dept. wagon _- 
Sideshow panel front 
wagon 

Baggage wagon for auto. 


Midway lunch stand 
wagon 


Midway & menagerie light 
1 


plant wagon 

Big top side pole & 
rigging wagon 
Mack tractor 


Prop wagon 
Big top canvas wagon _- 
Big top canvas wagon _- 


Big top stake & chain 
wagon 

Baggage wagon for auto, 
Mack tractor 

Mack tractor 


Prop wagon 

Ring stock canvas & pole 
wagon 

Prop wagon 


Backyard stake & chain 
wagon 

Carpenter shop & ring 

‘curb wagon 

Big top stake & chain 

wagon 

Big top light plant 


Light dept. wagon 

Backyard light plant 

wagon 

Big top red quarter pole 
wagon (poles 33’6”’ long) 32’ 


Big top blue quarter pole . 
wagon (poles 41’ long) 35’ 
134 Mack tractor 
126 
43 Big top center pole wagon 
(poles 55’ long) 
220 Train light plant wagon 
Coaches No. 74 Illinois, No. 75 Flor- 
ida, No. 76 Wisconsin, No. 77 Nebraska, 
No. 78 Maryland, No. 79 Alabama. 


Third Section 


Stock Cars No. 18, 19, 20 Baggage 
Stock. No. 32, 33 Supplies & extras... 
Flat Cars. 
140 : 
101 Wardrobe dept. wagon --~ 18’ 
63 Wardrobe dept. wagon -- 16’ 
— Spec float 
94 Cage wagon, sea lions -~- 
139 
201 Concession dept. wagon 
3X 61 Prop wagon 
Bibleback wagon 
Coge wagon, sea lions ~~ 


Prop wagon 

Ford 

Bibleback wagon 
Long side grandstand 
chair wagon 


RICHARD £. CONOVER 


ANNOUNCES THE PUBLICATION OF HIS THIRD 


SPECIALIZED PAMPHLET ON 


CIRCUS HISTORY 


THE GREAT FOREPAUGH SHOW 


America’s Largest Circus from 


1864 to 1894 


continuing the same standard, format, and price set by: 


THE TELESCOPING TABLEAUS (1956) 
THE AFFAIRS OF JAMES A. BAILEY (1957) 


One Dollar, postpaid 


927 Oakland Dr., Xenia, Ohio 


Indiana, No. 
Michigan. 


72 Minnesota, No. 73 


Gp 


1959 


November-December, 
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TO MY PEOPLE: 


} 
° 


Friendly words make Christmas. 
Friendly hands and smiles. 

Friendly thoughts and wishes 
Winging o’er the miles. 


"8 O47 
| 
e 
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Friendly hearts make Christmas, 
Neighborly and true. 

Christmas is the happiness of 
Having friends like you. 


} 
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BETTE LEONARD 
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OUT OF PRINT CIRCUS BOOKS 


ADULT AND FACTUAL NEW AND COMPLETE WITH DUST COVERS 


Jdeal Xmas Gifts 


FUN BY THE TON—A book on circus elephants { LIONS, TIGERS AND ME—317 pages of smal 


and trainers, past and present, 60 photos, by Edw. print facts, 32 photos, on the greatest jungle animal 
Allen & F. Bev. Kelly. $2.50 Hasting House 1941 circus acts in the world by Roman Proske, world’s 
Edition $2.00 Postpaid. — foremost animal trainer. The $3.75 Holt 1956 Edi- 
CAT MAN —Strange and brilliant factual, fiction- $3.00 Postpaid. 
al novel of circus roustabouts and the rawer side of PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN 
the circus by. Edw. Hoagland for adult readers only. CIRCUS—-328 oversize pages of true circus pic- 
The $3.75 Riverside 1955 Edition ~. $2.00 Postpaid. tures with just enough excellent wording to make it 
CENTER RING—The People of the Circus. 250 perfect. By John and Alice Durant. The $10.00 
pages of fine print facts on the Ringlings, Evans, Barnes 1957 Edition $7.00 Postpaid. 
Butler, Concellos, Codona, Leitzel, etc. by Robt. Lewis CIRCUS PARADES, A Pictoriol History—The 
Taylor. The $3.50 Doubleday 1956 Edition complete story of ‘America’s Greatest Bygone Pa- 

$3.00 Postpaid. geant” by C. P. Fox. The $10.00 Century House 
CIRCUS! From Rome to Ringling—350 oversize 1953 Edition $10.00 Postpaid. 


pages jam-packed with legend, lore, photos and GLOBE Circus Wagon Kits and Draft Horses also 
iWustration by Marian Murray. The $7.95 Appleton available. 


1956 Edition $5.00 Postpaid. 


BETTY SCHMID 


622 La Marido Street Pittsburgh 26, Penna 
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Wardrobe department 

trunk wagon 

Ford Taxi 

Zacchinis Cannon truck —— 
White ticket wagon ---- 18’ 


Bibleback wagon 

Spec float 

Extra red seat wagon ___ 15’ 

Dog wagon (with baggage 
section at rear) 


Trunk wagon 

Blue seat plank wagon _. 13'6” 
Blue seat plank wagon ~~ 13°6” 
Short side grandstand 

chair wagon 


Wild west wardrobe & 
prop wagon 
Bibleback wagon 
Bibleback wagon 
Stage wagon 


Band top & wardrobe 
wagon 

Prop wagon 

Ring stock trapping 
wagon 

Trunk wagon, Bradna‘s 


: 
. 


139 


CIRCUS 


Official Route Season 1959. 


and Canada. 
Day by day stands. 


Poid $1.00. 


ee ee ee 


November-December, 


Takes you 12,835 miles through 20 states 


Troupe with this big circus from opening 
in Palisades, N. J., Mar. 27 until finale ot 
St. Petersburg, Fla., Noy. 8. Just off the 
press. Get several copies for friends. Post- 


GLOBE PUB. CO. 
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1959 


Bibleback wagon 
Trunk & prop wagon ___ 14’ 
Bibleback wagon 1 
Short side grandstand 

chair wagon 


Grandstand seat stringer 

wagon (stringers 38’) __ 32'6” 
Long side grandstand 

chair wagon 


Ring curb & stage sill 
wagon 

Seat jack wagon (2 blues 
& Y2 long side) 

Seat jack wagon (V2 blues 
& VY long side) 


Blue seat stringer wagon 
(stringers 35’ long) ___ 30’ 
Blue seat stringer wagon 
(stringers 35’ long) ___ 30’ 


Long side grandstand 
chair wagon 
Amplifier wagon 
Wardrobe dept. wagon __ 18’ 
Trunk wagon 


Grandstand seat stringer 

wagon (stringers 38’) __ 32'6’' 

Seat jack wagon, shortside 
grandstand 


Coaches No. 94 Atlanta, No. 95 New 
Orleans, No. 96 Portland, No. 97 Pitts- 
burgh. 

Fourth Section 

Stock Cars No. 21, 22, 23, 24, 25 
Ring Stock. No. 26, 27 Menagerie Lead 
Stock. No. 28, 29, 30 Elephants. 


Coaches No. 81 Louisville, No. 
Des Moines, No. 83 St. Louis, No. 84 
Cleveland, No. 85 New York, No. 86 
Worcester, No. 88 Los Angeles, No. 89 
Seattle, No. 90 Washington, No. 91 San 
Antonio, No. 100 Jomar (private car). 


82 


Summary 


Stock Flat 
Cars . Cars Coaches Totals 


Advance — 2 2 
Ist Section 15 4 22 
2nd Section V1 6 22 
3rd Section 14 4 23 
Ath Section — 1] 21 


40 27 90 


A tatal of 145 pieces loaded on 40 
flat cars for an average of about 3.6 
pieces per flat car. 


Totals 


The lengths given for the wagons are 
the actual lengths of the bodies, not the 
space taken up on the flat car. 
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COLLECTORS ITEMS for 
CIRCUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


CLYDE BEATTY- 
COLE BROS. 


Se eee ee 


SHOVMENS 
HANDBOOK 


OR ROADMENS GUIDE 


One of the few practical books concerning 


Concessions and the powerful effect it 


holds in outdoor amusements. 


How shows are framed; booked and ex- 


ploited. 
Ilustrated. 


Limited edition, while they last: Postpaid 


$1.00 per copy. 


BOX 814 MACON, GEORGIA 
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OFFICERS 


FRED D. PFENING, JR 
1075 West Fifth Ave 


HARLE‘ PHILIP FC Vi President 
R ite 4 ‘ ry VV icc nein 


ROBERT C. KING pec’y & Treasure 
p | R Richmond. Indiana 


f the Bandwaa 


Ty r 1 in } ono 


PAST PRESIDENTS 


| ry mitt 
Walter Ty: 
Tensvaad 
Yan Matre 
Leonard 


C.H.S. OFFICERS RE-ELECTED 


Results of the recent CHS election, 
show that the three officers were re- 
elected. Fred D. Pfening, Jr., will con- 
tinue for two years as President: Charles 
Philip Fox, will be Vice President: and 
Robert C. King will continue as Secretary- 


Treasurer. 
President Pfening has re-appointed 
Agnes W. King to the position of Editor 


of The Bandwagon. 

We were more than pleased by the 
fact that a very large per cent of the 
membership voted. In past elections this 
percentage was very low. Our thanks to 
all of you for getting in such a big vote. 
Full report of the election appears else- 
where in this edition of The Bandwagon. 


APPRECIATION 
The Employee f the J. M. Coe Print 


ing Company, express their eRe n 
to the Officers and Members of the CHS 
for their fine c peration in preparing 
the copy and lay-outs f 1e Bandwagon 
This has enabled us to make the Band 
waaqon the finest small publication that 


we have ever been a ciated with 


1943 Edition 


of the 


Illustrated GUIDE BOOK 
to the 
Hertzberg Circus Collection 


of the 
San Antonio Public Library 


GLOSSY FINISH 
$1.00 EACH BY MAIL 


Address: 
LEONARD V. FARLEY 
MUSEUM LIBRARIAN 


San Antonio Public Library 


San Antonio 5, Texas 


CIRCUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Founded in 1939 


THE BANDWAGON 


i 
¢ iw~WU 


50¢ a single copy 
$2.00 a year in U.S.A. 


ger reap y's RATES 
ull Pe $7.50 Quarter 


50 4 if Pp 


rinting Cé 
Indiana 


THE PRESIDENT SPEAKS 


It has been a real honor te erve 
president of the Circus Historical Society 
for the last two years. We have made 

me progress during this period. Many 
f the things | had hoped would be 
achieved by the organization have been 
accomplished. But our future is unlimited 
There are many things the CHS can dot 
further aid the recording of circus history 

We have gone through a transition 
period that has proved that an organiza 
tion like ours can do many things. Our 
increase in membership has brought add 
ed funds to the treasury and allowed 
more expensive publication. However, | 
feel that we can go much further in ex 


BANDWAGON. It is our 


single avenue of serving our 


panding the 
greatest 
members. In coming issues we hope t 
reproduce Q larger number of circusiana 
items. We are exploring the possibility 
of further use of color in the magazine 

Many members are now contributing 
to the magazine on a requiar basi we 
hope that many more will send materia! 
that can be shared with the entire mem 
bersnip 

After the first of the year a special 
issue of the BANDWAGON will be put 
lished honoring our Circus of the Year 
Al G. Kelley & Miller Bro We feel sure 
it will be a welcome addition to your 
collection 

In the coming two years | will con 
tinue to devote a large amount of time 
t the continued growth f the CHS 
| thank each of you for allowing me t 
serve as your president for another tw 


years 
Fred D. Pfening 


CORRECTION—On page |2 of olum«s 
3, Number 5. the date in the heading 


should have read 1890 instead of 1896 


Orry 


What was the exact year that Buffalo 
Bill and Major Lilly played Coney Island? 
Tard Northrop recalls being with them 
ar mae 1904, but is not sure of the exact 
date. Will you write Tard Northrop at 


Ci a ettsville. New York if you know the 


xoct date 


DIRECTORS 


Div. 


_Lanada 


Div. 10—Edw 


Englan 


NOW AVAILABLE! 


Cristiani Circus 


1959 Route Book 


CRIST TIAN 


WORLD'S 
LARGEST 


Presenting 
TUSKO 
THE SECOND 
The Killer Elephant 


Again Edited By 
FRED D. PFENING, JR. 


Day to Day Log of Each Stand 
Complete Roster 
Dozens of 1959 Photos 
Complete Truck List 
Official Routes 1958-1959 


CIRCUSIANA MART 
1075 W. Sth Ave. 
COLUMBUS 12, OHIO 
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ANANANANA SANE Yi 


NS 


072 


ANANANANAINA AAA 


from 


CIRCUS CAPITAL OF THE WORLD 


Home of 
America’s Largest and Most Spectacular 


Circus Celebration 


PERU, INDIANA 
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3rd Annual Circus City Festival 


September 15, 16, 17, 1960 
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HOLIDAY StH 
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FRED D. PFENING, JR. 
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